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The publication is a small hard cover book, an anthology of the most offensive jokes, or 
categories of jokes, within the comedy sphere. Racial, religious and cultural minorities, as well as 
the disabled, and women and children are the dominant subjects of the jokes. 

The publication is classified objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted 
to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Children and teenagers are likely to be harmed if this publication is made available to them. They 
are ill-equipped to judge the appropriateness of this material. They may be shocked and disturbed 






by this material and it could inure them to the subjects of sexual violence, violence, 
discrimination, and crass and stereotypical attitudes; this is facilitated by the trivialising nature of 
the humour. Exposure to this material could lead to them to lose empathy for others and form 
harmful attitudes that go to impact on their behaviour. If young persons were to disseminate this 
material, they may suffer the consequences of stigma and social reprimand. Further, this could 
have a negative impact on their social relationships. Conversely, whilst adults may be wholly 
shocked and offended by the content of this publication, this reaction is not a substantial enough 
injury that legitimises a further erosion of the right to freedom of expression. 

The Classification Office has considered the impact of the NZBR Act and it is the opinion of the 
office that this classification interferes with the right to freedom of expression in such a way that 
is reasonable and demonstrably justifiable. 



